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a craft sale, a golf tournament, a benefit con-
cert, and donations from member banks.

The Edgewood Children’s Ranch, a residen-
tial child care and development facility that
has been helping troubled youngsters and
families in the Orlando area for more than 30
years, is one of my favorites in an area
blessed with many fine helping organizations.
The ranch has been called a ‘‘boot camp with
love,’’ because of its emphasis on structure,
school, and parental involvement.

Although the ranch accepts children from all
denominations and races, it expects them to
attend chapel, pledge allegiance to the Amer-
ican flag, and respect their elders—activities,
to quote Gaby Acks, the ranch’s development
director, ‘‘that disqualify us for public funds.’’

That’s why America’s Community Bankers’
unrestricted gift of $170,000, which represents
about one-tenth of the ranch’s annual budget,
is so important. ‘‘We are ecstatic,’’ said Joan
Consolver, executive director of the ranch. ‘‘It
is unheard of for a convention group to leave
a gift like this for the community.’’

I recognized America’s Community Bankers’
unique commitment to community in my re-
marks at the convention and I was glad that
Orlando did as well. Mayor Glenda Hood and
Orange County Chairman Mel Martinez both
took time from their busy schedules to come
to the check presentation ceremony and ex-
press the collective thanks of our community.
Chairman Martinez said the philanthropic
model developed by ACB’s Housing Partners
‘‘serves as an example of leadership and com-
munity service for other trade associations and
conventions.’’ He commended them ‘‘for the
extraordinary gesture of goodwill and the leg-
acy they have left to our community.’’ Mayor
Hood proclaimed October 31–November 3,
1999 as America’s Community Bankers and
Housing Partners Day in Orlando ‘‘in recogni-
tion of their philanthropic excellence.’’

The Orlando Sentinel ran the following edi-
torial.
BANKERS GIVE BACK TO LOCAL CHILDREN—

THEY RAISED $170,000 FOR EDGEWOOD CHIL-
DREN’S RANCH DURING THEIR CONVENTION

People who live near the Edgewood Chil-
dren’s Ranch can drive past it for years with-
out ever knowing it’s there. Tucked next to
a lake and down the hill from a quiet street
off Old Winter Garden Road, the sprawling
campus affords a splendid view that few see.

Last week, a Washington, D.C.-based bank-
er’s group got the chance to set eyes on the
ranch. And its members liked what they saw
so much, they raised $170,000 for the 30-year
old home for troubled kids, a record for the
trade group.

America’s Community Bankers picks a
city for its convention each year, and every
year, its organization of spouses and housing
partners hold fund-raisers during the conven-
tion. In 1994, the group raised $50,000 for
House of Hope, an Orlando-based teen pro-
gram. Last year, it gave $150,000 to a bat-
tered women’s shelter in Chicago.

From a popular craft sale to a big, conven-
tion-capping concert—this year’s featured
Frankie Avalon—the fund raising gives
spouses a chance to do more than just tag
along for golf outings or fancy dinners, said
Joan Pinkerton, a spokeswoman for Amer-
ica’s Community Bankers.

‘‘People will say to me, ‘That’s the reason
I come to the convention,’ ’’ Pinkerton said,
‘‘It’s a neat way to tie into the community.’’
For the children’s ranch, which ekes out an
existence on a $1.2 million annual budget and
a lot of prayers, the gift is the largest ever
that will go to its general fund. We were

blown away by the amount,’’ said Gaby
Acks, children’s development director for
the ranch. Faith is a huge component at the
ranch, which accepts struggling children and
teens for a year or two. While the residents
are not ordered by the courts to be there,
many have chosen the ranch as an alter-
native to juvenile detention or other proba-
tionary conditions.

The rules are strict—hospital corners on
the beds, neatly folded clothes and taking
only what you can eat at meals—but the kids
who live there find they don’t mind after a
few weeks.

Richard Amado, 16, found himself at the
ranch after some minor scrapes with the law.
Although he says he initially chafed at the
carefully regimented days there, he has
made up two grade levels in his schoolwork
and has become a quiet, well-mannered
young man.

During their convention, the bankers held
a golf tournament in addition to the craft
sale and the concert.

Some of them also toured the ranch, meet-
ing the kids and seeing where their money
will go. They were so impressed, they may
donate some of next year’s fund-raising haul
to the ranch, Pinkerton said.

Acks, who said each day can bring small
miracles for the often-strapped ranch, wasn’t
surprised at their reaction. Anyone who vis-
its, she said, can’t help but be touched.

‘‘It’s really just an amazing place,’’ she
said.

I commend America’s Community Bankers
for leaving its most recent hand-print in Or-
lando at the Edgewood Children’s Ranch, and
encourage other groups to follow this unique
example of community involvement.
f

A CLARIFICATION FOR THE PAT-
ENT AND TRADEMARK PROVI-
SIONS IN H.R. 1554, AS PASSED IN
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON NOVEMBER 9, 1999

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1554,
the Satellite Home Viewer Act, includes most
of the legislation that would impact the U.S.
Patent system. I worked closely with the au-
thors of the bill in the House of Representa-
tives. I appreciate the time they took to listen
to my strong concerns about the original bill,
H.R. 1907, which passed in the House over-
whelmingly this past August. I offer these re-
marks, however, to create a legislative history
and to clarify language in one of the sections
I believed needed reworking—the title con-
cerning Third Party Re-Examination.

Under Subtitle F—Optional Inter Partes Re-
examination Procedure, Section 4605 Con-
forming Amendments, paragraph (b) contains
what I believe to be a technical error. Section
134 of title 35 of the United States Code is
amended in two sub-paragraphs (a) and (b).
H.R. 1554 uses the term ‘‘administrative pat-
ent judge’’ where it should read ‘‘primary ex-
aminer,’’ in both paragraphs. Therefore, this
section should read,

Section 134 of title 35, United States Code,
is amended to read as follows:

‘‘Section 134. Appeal to the Board of Patent
Appeals and Interferences

‘‘(a) Patent Applicant.—An applicant for a
patent, any of whose claims has been twice

rejected, may appeal from the decision of the
primary examiner to the Board of Patent Ap-
peals and interferences, having once paid the
fee for such appeal.

‘‘(b) Patent Owner.—A patent owner in any
reexamination proceeding may appeal from
the final rejection of any claim by the primary
examiner to the Board of Patent Appeals and
Interferences, having once paid the fee for
such appeal.’’

I thank the Speaker for his indulgence in al-
lowing me this opportunity to clarify the lan-
guage of this section of H.R. 1554.
f

CELEBRATING THE 134TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BETHEL MIS-
SIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF
CROCKETT, TX

HON. JIM TURNER
OF TEXAS
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Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and celebrate an important mile-
stone in the history of Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church, of Crockett, Texas. On October
10, 1999, Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
celebrated 134 years of service to this East
Texas community. As the church members
celebrate this important anniversary, I ask all
of my colleagues to join with me today in rec-
ognizing this milestone. I would also like to
take this opportunity to congratulate Reverend
Delvin Atchison for his continued leadership of
the Bethel congregation.

Organized in 1965 by newly-freed slaves,
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church today is a vi-
brant and growing ministry. As a resident of
Crockett, I can truly attest to the tremendous
impact the church and its members continue
to have on the lives of Houston County resi-
dents. Bethel Missionary Baptist Church has
become known throughout Crockett and sur-
rounding communities as ‘‘A Community of
Caring Christians.’’

Through the years Bethel Missionary Baptist
Church as profoundly influenced the life of our
community because it has been blessed with
lay leaders who have also been leaders in the
civic, cultural and political affairs of Crockett,
Houston County and the State of Texas. In
addition, Bethel has benefited from the leader-
ship of many gifted and talented ministers ex-
emplified by its current pastor, Delvin Atch-
ison. My personal relationship with Reverend
Atchison and with the late Reverend J.T.
Groves has been a blessing to me and my
family. Their leadership has expanded the
boundaries of influence of Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church.

Bethel’s ministry has contributed not only to
meeting the spiritual needs of the congrega-
tion but to the healing, reconciliation and racial
harmony of the larger community. During the
past 134 years, the members of the Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church congregation have
been at the forefront in advancing civil rights
and civic participation and have fostered unity,
justice and social progress for all citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the congregation of Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church, under the guidance of Rev-
erend Atchison, as it celebrates its 134th anni-
versary. All past and present church members
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